




	Miha Pogacnik: Take the A-Train to EU 

A visionary violinist rides the Euro-rails 
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'Art can't just happen. It must make things happen.' 
By Alan Levy 
The Prague Post 
(April 1, 2004)


If it's Monday, April 5, this must be Slovenia. If it's Tuesday the 6th, it's Hungary. If Wednesday, Slovakia. Thursday, Poland. Friday, Latvia. Saturday, Czech Republic. Six countries in six days! (Actually six in eight, for there's an assembly day at scenic Lake Bled in Slovenia on Palm Sunday, April 4, and an extra day in Prague Easter Sunday, April 11.) 

Sounds like American package tourists making a whirlwind Trip of a Lifetime. But it isn't. It's some 140 European civic leaders, businessmen, entrepreneurs, artists, journalists and just plain joyriders (see "If You Go," in margin) taking all or part of a 2,500-kilometer (1,550-mile) journey mostly by train, plane and bus, to and through six of the 10 nations that join the European Union May 1. Charter flights to and from the Latvian capital, Riga, will be a symbolic greeting to the other Baltic nations, Lithuania and Estonia, which aren't on the itinerary, with Malta and Cyprus represented on board if celebrating in the distance. 

The originator and driving force of the project, Slovenian-born violinist Miha Pogacnik, 54, calls it the European-Identity Cultural Caravan. But I call it the A-train (A for "Accession"). 


A rolling seminar 

The train will be nine coaches long. Each car will carry a rotating group of up to 20 passengers to develop a specific discussion topic, with two experts -- a host and a moderator -- to channel the conversation creatively. But this is no luxury elitist Orient Express. The cars won't be sleepers but traveling auditoriums. Passengers will sleep in hotels en route. 

Tentatively, the topics are "European Leadership" (with Dutch management consultant and trainer Fons Trompenaars and David Kamenetzky of Goldman Sachs), "Innovation and Enterpreneurship" (with Francesco de Leo, who is developing a satellite news network originating in Monte Carlo), "Sustainability and Ecology" (with Dutch environmentalist Ludo van Oyen and Klaus Leisinger, president of the Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Development), "Polyphonic Media" (with Roger de Weck, the Swiss former editor-in-chief of Die Zeit in Hamburg and Tages Anzeiger in Z•rich, and Roland Schatz, founder of Media Tenor, a worldwide media-monitoring organization, and co-inventor of the Caravan concept with Pogacnik in the 1980s), "Education and Learning" (with Hans Siggaard Jensen of the Copenhagen Business School), "Democracy and Constitution" (with Alja Brglez, director of the Slovenian Institute of Civilization and Culture in Ljubljana), "Interdisciplinary Role of the Arts"(with Pogacnik and his magic violin), "The Future of Universities and Science" and "Social Responsibility" (with Nikos Avlonas of the American College of Greece). The working language will be English, with translations provided when needed. 

At each destination -- usually the capital, though Poland's is Krakow -- the visitors will be welcomed by high-level dignitaries. Each country will have an "ambassador" aboard the train. The Czech Republic's is novelist Arnost Lustig, whose Geneva-based daughter Eva is the caravan's Czech liaison. Slovakia is sending children's literature guru Dusan Roll; Slovenia is sending Danica Purg of the IEDC-Bled School of Management. 

VITAL STATISTICS 

Born Mikhail Pogacnik in Kranj, Yugoslavia, May 31, 1949 

Education Ljubljana Conservatory; in Cologne, Germany, and Bloomington, Indiana; violin with Henryk Szeryng and Max Rostal, among others 

Married Judith Csik, violinist, l son, 23; 1 daughter, 21; Divorced; 

Married since 1993 to Rosalia Murillo-Kochen, flutist, 1 son, 13; 1 daughter, 12; 

Resides Hamburg, Germany 


Local hosts and patrons include the president of Latvia and, in Prague, Mayor Pavel Bem, Senate President Petr Pithart and Monika Pajerova of the nongovernmental organization Yes for Europe. Every stop along the way will also include entertainment by local celebrities as well as Pogacnik, usually free of charge. The two-day program in Prague is especially rich and will appear in next week's Calendar pages. 


Fiddler on the windowsill 

Chosen as the representative of the English-language press in the accession countries, but unable to make the trip because of my health, I settled for the next best thing: an hourlong interview with Pogacnik on his whirlwind preliminary tour (five countries in three days) to promote the caravan and oversee the final nuts and bolts. 

A reddish-haired, very unbohemian executive type, Pogacnik marched into our office in Prague an hour and a half before taking off for Tallin to explain to the Estonians why they weren't included in the caravan's route. Unpacking a briefcase stuffed with propaganda and "documentation" and inseparable from his 18th-century Guarneri violin, he perched precariously on a windowsill and, while posing for photos, serenaded us with a tender Bach Andante in A-minor and expounded on his life and career: 

"I was lucky enough to have good teachers and enjoy success early. While I was still in conservatory in Ljubljana, the Italian violinist Franco Gulli heard me and arranged a tour. This led to studying in Koln [Cologne, Germany] and then a Fulbright Scholarship to Indiana University in Bloomington. 

"At that time, the only thing I wanted in life was to become a great violinist. But then it dawned on me: However nice it is to be a great solo performer, I'd always be surrounded by hundreds of other great artists who basically bark under the same tree. And this couldn't work in the 21st century. 



IF YOU GO 

Limited space for the public is still available. 

The package (including transportation, hotels, breakfast plus one hot meal daily, and all seminars and entertainment events) costs nationals of the 10 accession nations only 210 euro (6,930 Kc/$356) per person; non-nationals, 490 euros. Apply for the proper application form at Web sites www.euroidentity.com or www.european-identity.net 

IF YOU DON'T GO 

April 10 and 11 events in Prague will appear in next week's Calendar. 

"I came to realize that violin doesn't really matter. It doesn't give you influence on the course of physical events outside musical circles. That's why I started an entrepreneurial career." 


IDRIAR and Innovation 

He moved to Germany and went into business with Schatz, whose Bonn-based publishing company, InnoVatio, put "culture at the center, or even the top line, of its budget and not just below the bottom line." They founded IDRIART (Institute for the Development of Intercultural/Transdisciplinary Relations Through the Arts), which started out arranging intercultural meetings, summer festivals in the cathedral of Chartres in France and adult education camps (on a different theme each summer) in Slovenia's Castle Borl, which may have been the residence of the Wagnerian hero Parsifal's grandfather. 

And they launched Culture Caravans well before the Iron Curtain crumbled -- including one to Prague in 1986, three years before the Velvet Revolution. Communist Czechoslovakia's cultural watchdogs OK'd it, provided no Czechs were admitted. Pognacnik negotiated and won a compromise: Czechs would be admitted, but only German would be spoken. Of course, once everybody was inside the splendid auditorium, then called Mayakovski Hall, in namesti Miru, all linguistic inhibitions were shed. 

Other caravans have toured from Mongolia to Amazonia, Tibet to South Africa, and much of Europe and the Middle East, bringing together, however briefly, people from different cultures. Until this year, IDRIART's biggest venture was a 1992 caravan from Berlin to Ulan Bator, across Eastern Europe and then Russia, Siberia and Mongolia along the Trans-Siberian railway. Says Pogacnik: "We exchanged views on democracy, art, ecology, alternative medicine -- anything that might play a role in reinventing our societies." 

To which Schatz adds: "Art can't just happen. It must make things happen." 

Alan Levy can be reached at alevy@praguepost.com 
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